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WINTER CONCERT 2014
Music Director ~ Craig Lawton

Leader ~ Sarah Noble
Soloist ~ Jinah Shim
Saturday 11 January 2014, 7.30pm

St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester SO22 5AB

Keith Pickering ~ Concert Overture (World Premiere Performance)
Schumann ~ Piano Concerto in A Minor 
(Soloist ~ Jinah Shim)
       Interval                

Beethoven ~ Symphony No 4 in B flat Major (Op 60) 

	
	


Tickets: Adult £10 Concessions £8 
www.winchesterchamberorchestra.org.uk
Keith Pickering (b.1954)
A Concert Overture
(Composed for the Winchester Chamber Orchestra and receiving its world premiere performance this evening) 
Keith Pickering writes:

Winchester Chamber Orchestra is a “classical” orchestra having a small brass section. Most pieces written since the early eighteenth century need larger numbers of players especially brass to be effective. The orchestra wanted a piece that would give their brass players a bit more work to do.

The Concert Overture was conceived to meet this need and explore the fanfare qualities that are available using popular rhythm patterns. The string theme is derived from the outline of the opening theme. I hope that the resultant piece will convey a sense of fun and whet your appetite for the rest of the music on the programme. My thanks go to the Craig Lawton and orchestra for performing this Overture.  

Robert Schumann (1810-1856) Concerto in A minor for piano and orchestra
Born in Zwickau, Saxony, Schumann’s childhood and early years were steeped in the study of literature (his father being a writer and bookseller) and music. He showed great early promise as a musician, the piano in particular. His father died when Schumann was 16 and two years later, to please his mother, he started studying law at the University of Leipzig, moving from there to Heidelberg. After two years he gave up his legal studies with a view to becoming a concert pianist. This ambition was thwarted, however, by a hand injury. The precise cause of this is still a matter of speculation (there is evidence to suggest that he attached weights to his fingers to strengthen them and in doing so caused more harm than good) but it meant that Schumann put all his time and energy into composing.

   Schumann had had piano lessons from the renowned teacher Friedrich Wieck. His daughter Clara was a prodigiously gifted player. She was nine years younger than Schumann and only a child when they first met but they eventually fell in love. Clara’s father was implacably opposed to their marrying and it needed the court’s consent for their marriage which took place in 1840.

    In 1841, at Clara’s suggestion, Schumann wrote a one movement Fantasia for Piano and Orchestra in A minor. In 1845 he expanded this into a three movement concerto. The concerto has at times the intimacy of chamber music yet is also on a grand scale, with a declamatory opening gesture from the piano and orchestra.

    The work is in three movements, the first being marked Allegro Affetuoso and a short Intermezzo separating that from the substantial last movement Allegro Vivace. 

    Clara played at the first performance in Leipzig on New Year’s Day 1846 with Ferdinand Hiller, the work’s dedicatee, conducting. 

At that time:1845 - first performance of Mendelssohn’s violin concerto - the rubber band was first patented by one Stephen Perry in the UK - Brunel’s steamship the Great Britain was the first screw propelled ship to cross the Atlantic - potato blight marked the beginning of the Great Famine in Ireland - Texas became the 28th State of the USA - birth in Dublin of philanthropist Thomas John Barnado - death of prison reformer Elizabeth Fry.

INTERVAL

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) Symphony No.4 in B flat
Completed in 1806 and first performed in March 1807, this symphony is in marked contrast, both in scale and in style, to the epic 3rd Symphony (the Eroica) and the celebrated 5th Symphony. With its lightness of touch it recalls Beethoven’s first two symphonies and the classical symphonies of the 18th and early 19th centuries, particularly those of Josef Haydn. Robert Schumannn described it as “a slender Greek maiden between two Norse giants”, contrasting it with the Eroica and Fifth Symphonies.

       The slow introduction to the first movement is followed by an Allegro and the traditional four movements (with a lightweight Scherzo third movement) are typical of what had gone on before Beethoven had seemingly re-written the rule book with his Eroica symphony.

       Beethoven was in fact already underway with his 5th Symphony when he met Count Franz von Oppersdorff, while staying with his patron, Prince Lichnowsky. The Count was a keen music lover, to the extent that he insisted on all members of his staff and household being able to play a musical instrument. Beethoven met him at his home in Upper Silesia in the summer of 1806. The Count had heard Beethoven’s 2nd Symphony and was so impressed that he asked Beethoven to compose another especially for him. This was a request that the composer could not afford to turn down and so he put the uncompleted 5th Symphony to one side while he composed the 4th. Beethoven had, in fact, agreed to write a symphony for his publishers, Breitkopf & Hartel, but told them that he could not deliver this in time as he had had a commission from a “distinguished gentleman”.

      The Symphony was completed in the late summer and autumn of 1806. Its first performance, at a private concert in the Lobkowitz Palace in Vienna, was in March 1807 when the 4th Piano Concerto (with Beethoven as the soloist) and the Coriolan Overture were also performed for the first time. It is in the usual classical four movements:

Allegro Vivace preceded by an Adagio introduction (rather in the style of Josef Haydn).

Adagio in E flat rather than the home key of B flat

Allegro vivace with the Trio section a little slower and the Finale being Allegro ma non troppo.
At that time: 1806 - On the 9th January the state funeral of Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson took place - birth of poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning in March and of engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel in April - deaths of William Pitt the Younger, painter George Stubbs and furniture designer Thomas Sheraton - the construction of Dartmoor Prison, to house prisoners of war, was begun - William Colgate started a starch, soap and candle business in New York
Programme note by Peter Stone
Jinah Shim


Notable past performances include Grieg's Piano Concerto in Birmingham’s Symphony Hall and directing Mozart's Piano Concerto No. 12 at the piano. She has performed other concertos with various different orchestras, including Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No. 2 at Birmingham Festival Orchestra’s inaugural concert under the baton of the current assistant conductor of the Hallé Orchestra, Jamie Phillips. She has also given recitals in London, Birmingham, Manchester, Malvern, Bewdley, Leicester, Alcester and Kent. In 2011, she won 'Chandos Young Musician of the Year' and was also the first Guildhall winner of the 2011 Enescu scholarship offered by the Romanian Cultural Institute. 
Jinah is currently a student of pianist Martin Roscoe at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London on a full scholarship and is grateful for the support given by the Worshipful Company of Builders Merchants.
Craig Lawton


Craig Lawton is a lively and enthusiastic conductor working in the South of England. He currently holds positions with the Winchester Chamber Orchestra, Conchord Singers, Charity Symphony Orchestra and Christ Church Freemantle.
    This June, Craig made his professional debut in Europe, conducting the Ostfold Symphony Orchestra in Norway alongside friend and colleague Jon Fylling. In August, he will return to London with the Charity Symphony Orchestra to take part in the Merton Abbey Mills Festival.
     In conjunction with a busy conducting schedule, Craig has great enthusiasm for music projects, especially organising collaborative projects between ensembles and musicians that share his passion and ethos. A notable project that gained local and national media attention was the successful performance of all 104 Symphonies by Haydn in 2009. 
     Craig has continued to develop his skills both technically and psychologically with Jason Lai in London, and most recently, in Berlin with Prof. Colin Metters from the Royal Academy of Music. He initially studied with Dr John Traill and later at the University of Southampton with Robin Browning. Craig was the first and only person to hold the City of Southampton Orchestra’s Assistant Conductor Scheme, and whilst studying for a degree in music, was Assistant Conductor to the University of Southampton Symphony Orchestra and Sinfonietta.
     Outside the UK, Craig has enjoyed podium time in concert venues in France, Berlin and Bulgaria. His most interesting concert to date was performed with the Charity Symphony Orchestra deep inside a cave in Cornwall!
    Off the podium, Craig enjoys playing percussion with local orchestras. When not rehearsing or performing, you can often find Craig in the Waterloo Arms enjoying a good pint of real ale with friends. Craig enjoys challenging the orchestra with interesting and original music and tonight conducts the very first world premiere the orchestra has ever given.
Keith Pickering


Keith studied music at LSU Southampton. Many years of study for performance and meeting the needs of various musical groups provided practical training in the skills of arranging and writing music.  

      His return to composition is the result of the need to arrange and create music for various small groups that Keith works with. The Concert Overture was written for WCO as a fun piece and to give the brass section chance to use their skills more fully. Keith trusts that you the listener and the Orchestra enjoy the piece.  

Sarah Noble

Sarah Noble has led WCO since 2008 having played previously in the Southampton University Symphony Orchestra and Symphonietta.  By day (and night) Sarah is either an A&E Doctor at Basingstoke Hospital or can be found trying to tame a 2 year old (and having just read “Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother” she looks forward to starting him on the Suzuki violin method very soon!). Sarah loves ‘de-stressing’ on a Thursday evening with the fun and fabulous crowd at WCO. 
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Winchester Chamber Orchestra would like to thank the guest players, ushers, those serving refreshments, and all who have helped with this performance.
The orchestra rehearses on Thursdays between 7.30pm and 9.30pm in the hall of All Saints Church of England School, St Catherine’s Road, Winchester.  It seeks to provide opportunities for musicians with a wide range of abilities and experience. In particular, it welcomes applications from adult learners and players who are returning to orchestral music after a gap. Potential players are welcome to come and meet us. 
Please visit the website www.winchesterchamberorchestra.org.uk
Future concerts
Children’s Concert, Saturday 25 January 2014 11am in the Discovery Centre, Jewry Street, Winchester. Winchester Chamber Orchestra perform a number of pieces with a winter theme under the direction of Craig Lawton, aimed especially at the younger audience.

Winchester Chamber Orchestra’s Summer Concert, Saturday 28 June 2014 7.30pm in St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Hill, Winchester  
This year with a special Russian theme, including works by Borodin, Rimsky-Korsakov and Prokoviev.

I have asked Deborah Mitchell and WSO for forthcoming concerts.

Anyone got anything them would like to add?  Charity Symphony Orchestra? Conchord Choir?
Born in 1991, Jinah Shim began learning the piano at the age of five with Rosie Cross. 


During her junior school years, she represented the Northfield Festival at the National Piano Festival in London and was a winner of the European Piano Teacher’s Association competition, as well as being a finalist of the Glasgow International Piano Competition. 





She then went on to study with Professor Malcolm Wilson at the Birmingham Conservatoire on a full scholarship as a junior student.
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Photo of Craig shaking Sarah’s hand after a performance





Keith Pickering (b 1954) has had a varied musical career starting as a chorister at the local parish church. When he was 14 he was introduced to the double bass which has been his first love ever since.


     He has played in various national and local orchestras and groups including Southampton Youth Orchestra various Southampton Orchestras, Winchester Chamber Orchestra, New English Orchestra and the Forest Philharmonic.
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